RE: OSC Kleinv Leis mailbox:///CJ/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/eatonj/Application%20...

Subject: RE: OSCKleinv Leis

From: "Jeff Kruithoff" <Jeff @cityofspringboro.com>
Date: Fri, 26 Sep 2003 09:49:48 -0400

To: "Joe Eaton” <joeeaton@usaconnect.com>

M. Eaton,

Based on the narrow scenari o described in your questions, you would |ikely not be subject
to arrest under any city ordinance in the City of Springboro. Although as a matter of
practicality, it is very difficult to carry a weapon in an open holster for any |ength of
ti me where your novenent i.e. noving into and out of a vehicle, store, business, or other
activity does not conceal the weapon at tines froma casual observer, subjecting yourself
to the restriction against carring a weapon conceal ed

Since any futher specul ation regarding the senario described in your question is an issue
of legal interpretation, | would encourage you to forward your questions to an attorney
before you nake an effort to self define whether your actions are legal or illegal

Jeff Kruithoff
Chi ef of Police

----- Origi nal Message-----

From Joe Eaton [nmilto:]joeeaton@saconnect. conj
Sent: Thursday, Septemrmber 25, 2003 5:18 PM

To: Jeff Kruithoff

Subject: OSC Klein v Leis

Chi ef Kruithoff,

On Wednesday, Septenber 24th, 2003 the Chio Suprenme Court ruled in Kl ein
v. Leis indicating Onio Revised Code 2923.12 and 2923.16 (prohibits
carrying conceal ed firearns) are not unconstitutional

However, the court stated that the fundanental right to bear arns for
defense and security, protected by the Chio Constitution, Article I,
Section 4 is protected by a citizens ability to carry a firearmopenly in
the state of Chio.

For instance, a citizen can exercise their rights under the Chio
Constitution by putting a |oaded firearminto an openly visible holster on
their belt, but they may not conceal the firearm

So long as this citizen is not breaking any other [aws that prohibit
possession of a firearm their actions are deemed not only legal, but also
constitutionally protected.

Based on this ruling, | have some questions that | would like you to
answer :
1) WII | be arrested for wal king through town with an openly visible

firearmhol stered on ny belt?

2) Are there any local ordinances that prohibit this that would be
enf or ced?

3) If there are local ordinances, do you foresee those ordi nances being
unconstitutional in Iight of the Onhio Suprene Courts nmandate that openly
carrying a firearmis a fundanmental right protected by our State
Constitution?

| would appreciate a response in witing.

Pl ease deliver it to my attention via Email or facsimle to (330) 908-2881

lof 2 10/1/2003 1:41 PM
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at your earliest convenience, or contact nme at the nunber bel ow

Si ncerely,
Joe Eat on

317 Melanie Drive
Franklin Chi o 45005
Honme: 937-746-8875
Wor k: 513-679-3377
www. Chi oCCW or g
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